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dren in the class, telling what to do if the child is susceptible
or if he has had the disease. Convenient cards of post-card
size are printed, one For each of the common communicable
diseases, giving the length of time for exposure and other
information. In the event of scarlet fever the rooms are
closed. Children and teachers with colds are requested to
remain at home and this measure has been responsible for
a reduction in the incidence of respiratory diseases.
Children who are in need of first aid go to the nurse will-
ingly. In fact, the children have a very friendly attitude
toward the medical office. A child is never sent home with-
out first notifying the parent.
As soon as any communicable disease appears in the com-
munity, the parents are asked not to take their children to
the theatre or other crowded places and to encourage them
to play only with children in their school.
Perhaps most important of all is the happy atmosphere
of the school which definitely promotes good posture and,
without doubt, contributes to the children's general well-
being.
For all practical purposes the Dick test for scarlet fever
and the Schick test for diphtheria are reliable indexes of
immunity. Active immunization with graded doses of
toxin 16 was found to be a rapid and effective protection
against scarlet fever for the majority of susceptible persons.
Children who have been exposed to measles may also be
safeguarded.17
These so-called children's diseases should be prevented if
possible, because of the complications and the large number
of deaths resulting from them.
EMOTIONAL    PROBLEMS    IN    THE    PRIMARY
PERIOD
Fear. — What causes some children to be afraid in school?
The first days of school frequently call forth this reaction in
ie W. T. Benson, "The Dick Test—An Active Immunization against Scar-
let Fever," Lancet, I (February 5, 1927), 281-283..
17 Joseph N. Brennemann (Editor), Practice of Pediatrics, Vol. I. Hagers-
town, Md.: W. F. Prior Co., Inc., 1937.

